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Pope Francis has called for 2025 
to be a Jubilee Year. A Jubilee is 
ordinarily celebrated every 25 years 
and can be traced back for centuries. 
Th e Jubilee Holy Year, the 2,025th 
anniversary of the Incarnation 
of our Lord, is described as an 
"event of great spiritual, ecclesial, 
and social signifi cance in the life 
of the Church." Pope Francis has 
designated the 2025 Holy Year as a 
time to renew ourselves as "Pilgrims 
of Hope."

Th e term hope certainly plays 
a major role in our home here on 
Benton Avenue. Our Residents 
witness hope from the moment 
they move in. Th ey see it in their 
interactions with the Sisters, staff  and 
volunteers. Th ey experience hope 
everyday when they are remembered 
as a person and not forgotten. 

Th e Sisters rely on hope as well, 
as they trust in Divine Providence 
to continue their mission of caring 
for the elderly poor. Our friends and 

benefactors are an extension of hope 
as they off er their generous support. 

In his thoughts for this Jubilee 
year Pope Francis included the 
elderly, “Th e elderly, who frequently 
feel lonely and abandoned, also 
deserve signs of hope...Esteem for 
the treasure that they are, their 
life experiences, their accumulated 
wisdom and the contribution that 

they can still make, is incumbent on 
the Christian community and civil 
society, which are called to cooperate 
in strengthening the covenant 
between generations.” 

We invite you to visit our home 
during this Jubilee Year of Hope 
and off er our elderly signs of hope 
through your presence. 

Jubilee Year of Hope

Resident Laverne Sullivan with Sister Veronica.
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Bishop William Winter anoints Resident Patricia Hartung during World Day of 
Prayer for the Sick.

Th e World Day of the Sick is an 
awareness day, or observance, in 
the Catholic Church intended for 
"prayer and sharing, of off ering 
one's suff ering for the good of 
the Church and of reminding 
everyone to see in his sick brother 
or sister the face of Christ." Th e 
day was instituted by Pope John 
Paul II in 1992 and is celebrated 
on February 11th, when we 
recognize Our Lady of Lourdes. 

On this day our home held an 
anointing during daily Mass. As 
many Residents as possible were 
encouraged to attend the morning 
Mass. Chaplain Father William 
Feeney and Resident Bishop 
William Winter then anointed all 
in attendance. Following Mass, 
each priest went to the nursing 
households to off er anointing to 
those unable to attend Mass. 

Th e anointing of the sick 
conveys several graces and 
imparts gifts of strengthening in 

the Holy Spirit against anxiety, 
discouragement, and temptation, 
and conveys peace and fortitude. 
Th is holy sacrament involves three 
distinct parts: the prayer of faith, 
the laying-on of hands, and the 
anointing with oil the elderly or 
infi rmed by a priest.

World Day of the Sick

Associates of Jeanne Jugan Tom and 
Mary Kannenberg, a couple married 
over 50 plus years, describe the Little 
Sisters as their “Happy Place”. For the 
Kannenbergs it is truly a family aff air. 
In addition to being Associates Tom is 
a volunteer and part-time receptionist, 
Mary volunteers in the Development 
Offi  ce weekly, and their daughter 
Megan McMinn, also an Associate, is 
a full-time employee. Whenever their 
schedule permits, they both enjoy 
taking Residents on outings, escorting 
them to events in the home, working 
the rummage sale, and helping with the 
canned goods drive each fall.

Tom is a retired fastener/chemical 
salesman and a proud Vietnam Veteran. 
Mary is a retired legal librarian and 
truly enjoys the opportunity of getting 
to know each Resident’s backstory as 
much as possible. Tom, who drove for 
the Army during his time in Vietnam, 
still enjoys driving and gladly picks up 
canned goods at local schools, churches 
or the post offi  ce. He is always willing 
to help the Residents and Sisters in any 
way that he can. 

A few years back Tom and Mary 
even celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary with Mass in the home’s 
Gloria Chapel, surrounded by their 
daughters, grandchildren and their 
Little Sisters family. If you would like 
to become a volunteer please contact 
Volunteer Coordinator Valerie Beam 
at (412) 307-1139 or volpittsburgh@
littlesistersofthepoor.org.

"

"It is important to take 
time to remember 
all the sick suff ering 
around the world. It 
was a true blessing to 
have our priests anoint 
participating Residents 
as we celebrated World 
Day of the Sick.
—Mother Loraine 
Marie Clare

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
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Resident Drummers fi nd the beat.

Welcome Sister Amanda Marie!
Th e Pittsburgh Little Sisters were thrilled to learn 

that following fi rst profession in November 2024, Sister 
Amanda was assigned here! Mother Loraine was present 
for the profession which was held at the Novitiate in New 
York. 

Sister Amanda, originally from Lancaster, PA, had 
studied nursing at John Hopkins and was working as a 
nurse in Baltimore when she met the Sisters. She was 
discerning religious life and her parish priest encouraged 
her to get to know the Little Sisters as nursing is an 
important part of this mission. She started to visit the 
home on her days off  and eventually took a job as a nurse 
at the home during the early days of Covid. Th rough this 
challenging time she was able to experience the Sisters’ 
mission fi rst hand and requested to begin her vocation as 
a Postulant and later a Novice. She spent time at various 
Little Sisters homes leading up to her profession of fi rst 
vows. Following her assignment in Pittsburgh, she will 
travel to the Motherhouse in France for a few years leading 
up to her perpetual vows.

Refl ecting on her vocation Sister shared, “I am happiest 
where God wants me to be. If you are open to following 

Winter Happenings

Violet Gaydos knock over cups with a 
snowball.

Resident Josie Ficile prepares carrots for 
the Soup Party.

Th is winter in Pittsburgh has 
been particularly tough with snow 
and freezing cold temperatures 
limiting day to day options. Th e 
activities department has met the 
challenge by introducing some 
new things to the calendar.

Th is year decorative snowmen 
fi lled the auditorium for our fi rst 
indoor “Winterfest.” Residents and 
staff  were challenged to throw fake 

snowballs to knock down stacked 
cups, had a relay race to fi ll a mug 
with marshmallows, and shoot a 
hockey puck past a cardboard cut-
out penguin.

Another lively indoor activity 
was the Drumming for Vitality 
where each Resident was given 
boomwhacker drum sticks and 
bongos as upbeat music played 
through speakers. Instructor Matt 

kept the energy level high all 
aft ernoon.

A highlight each winter is the 
annual soup party. Residents 
spend the morning preparing the 
vegetables and ingredients in the 
Meet n Treat and then are invited 
back for a soup luncheon. It was 
sure tasty. Even in the chill of 
winter, activities throughout the 
home are full of warmth and fun!

Sister Amanda with Mother Loraine at the 
Profession.

His will, you will be at peace.” Please 
continue to keep Sister Amanda in your 
prayers and pray that her witness and that 
of all the Little Sisters of the Poor encourage 
other women to discern religious life.
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MOTHER’S MESSAGE

Dear Friends,
During this Jubilee Year of Hope, 

we have so much to look forward 
to. On March 19th we celebrated 
St. Joseph’s Day with a special 
gathering in the auditorium. Our 
Mother Foundress St. Jeanne Jugan 
often turned to St. Joseph as the 
great protector of this congregation. 
For her, St. Joseph, who cared for 
Mary and Jesus, is the sign of God’s 
loving care for the aged poor. We 
feel privileged today to continue to 
recognize St. Joseph’s  role in our 
mission as we care for the elderly in 
our home. 

Nothing is too large or small 
to ask of him. St. Joseph has 
always been ready to intercede on 
our behalf. His hand is at work 
through you our dear friends and 
benefactors. We continue to be in 
awe of what he can accomplish as he 
provides for our needs.

May the Hope of this Jubilee 
Year deepen your connection to St. 
Joseph and may he be for you, as 
he has for the Little Sisters, a great 
friend, loving provider and powerful 
intercessor before God. 

Th ank you and May God bless 
you.

OUR MISSION
Continuing the work of Saint 

Jeanne Jugan, our MISSION is to 
off er the neediest elderly of every 
race and religion a home where they 
will be welcomed as Christ, cared 
for as family and accompanied with 
dignity until God calls them to 
himself.

Please remember the Little 
Sisters in your will or 

estate plans.

SAVE THE DATES

Some of the Little Sisters walkers at the 2024 Highmark Walk!

Visit littlesistersofthepoorpittsburgh.org 
or call (412)307-1100 for details on any 

of the above.

 April 11 & 12 Rummage 
Sale 9:00am-3:00pm

 Spring Online Ceramic 
Flower Sale Ongoing 
through Summer 2025

 June 14th Highmark Walk               

            

    
 August 17th Doo Wop 

Doctors Concert                
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Highmark Walk and Ways to Help
Mark your calendar for Saturday June 14, 2025 to participate in the 

Higmark Walk for a Healthy Community near Acrisure stadium. 
We need walkers to join us for the 1 mile or 5K walk or sponsor a 

Resident for our in house walk on June 12th. (see insert)
Other ways to help include shopping our Amazon Wishlist 

or sending a doantion directly from your IRA as a Qualifi ed 
Charitable Distribution. For those who meet 

the age requirement, distributions made 
from your IRA to Little Sisters will reduce 

your 2025 taxable income. Visit www.
littlesistersoft hepoorpittsburgh.org, use the QR 

code or call at (412) 307-1268 for more details on 
how you can help!


